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Copyrrght 1m by Herbert E Hambll-
nrhe tfln was reported half an hour

late We closdthe cawindows and
dropped the curtain Harry put the
blower on aquatoof a turnto carr
of tifl we lit our cocked1 plxour heels on the boiler 1Iten
ed in comfort to the htwlIng blatwithout Ast and 1H1fe on rn-

fragrant old brlerwood Uy be
caa rivetd n theony thng riibIe

facesteanithe gauge sprasuspended In the center of unlonblacle Th soothing hum
btowe warmth asense of cozi-
ness combined witit hypnotc ef-

fect or my fled gaze f t me deam-
II1ng

Tomorrow woud be Crlstma anti
motheT u was firstwf hervisit my marriage
poor little heart afuter at the pros-
pect of a vIsit dreaded in

sptorgncr motherinlaw haherlt to death
S Yuo 1 Bob hAd neariywrcvkod his

mohers wonderful patience by his pe
sistnt effort to render her labor

on the runHe fgeoa month to of befng
horns on this the greatest ChrIstmas
that ever W For a wonder I had
not in Everything hafgr van I had
would would get home early enough

foi hrstmadinner and lateenough
prbabity ot being

sent out arn nxt day
A Curling wreath of blue smoke float

InacrOss the face ot the gaute athe course of my thoughtsrate sfhdirted to the boy on the
other the cab Hay Merin
had beep on the road a ot
months most of which time he haIreen for 1flb5551e waslrlng wiLlJflg t rtow pcuredplcpatDrather liked him but that
i knew absolutely nothing abot Jlim-

t wasnt so vermany eazago that
I wasa strange Or thlssae road
myset And tl s was Chrstma eve I

pretense forof gettng
say pipat the gauge and leaned

boilerrssWhere are you going to spend
Christmas Harry I shoute fbvethe Dise of the gale thslattng-
bf nto fire glowed brighUy in the bowl
of his pip one twice beore he aswee boier

side sthat I could baelyrhis features Inthe dint light and
reDlie l cherlesslv-

o in he boadn house I guess
Where else Theyre agum to5 havert turkey a cranberry sauce an
plum puddln I herI son knew his storya stepmother
three months atc his own mothers
death pnd I meIlY added a repickedhear sepfn flrinr while beating his

froniWisconsin and hap
YEnln tarrive at our roundhouse just
as a man wa urgently nee h-
Ecaht on-

Theyre calIn us lie concluded
and bell rope a jerk ht
teppegvinG to hook up his freI got coupleti up iind step-

Sped up In the cab again I said
We expect to have a little time UI

to our house tomorrow Harry and
should like to have you come up and

linnerwiih ustae a youAlec be replied
ktihi

Thee wa an inch of soWon the
atis when got my orders to runa-aextra keeping out of the way of a1regular trains But Davis the
uctoI said ho had anice light un
ng train all loade with whis-

kbroms and strw I was glad
nough to hear It for thee were 17-
5jniles or with the falling-
anow Ironslppo pilot and home
Jf I averaged the maxmum of freight
train hour I
would narive home by 9 oclock In the

orlng but It wa a bad night I
would never be able to keep them going
ct that gt so I promised myself not
to kick gQtome br goon avery
lberalI alowaehad pull out of Tabors
untQn hrhe yamater

tight wQul-

ale

5hap

pn one otte1ein
lv tc1engln s get In

h ve forbhatan he Butthquarter mieDade wa his didnt
retit

It was a fearftil night The gale
howled hhd the sOV dove horzontaylke a and blat The wa
the flremans side mae It pos

for look all Ibit msea was an impenetrable whie
scre n vIsible in one smallmaeby the hrdlght I had beeeng

wuld
the

need all the sand I had before I got-

h meunt she nearly stale TatsI gave he bae tate
and out to her the gratifyinglee under the

flar my shoulder and
shut d-

tjtierrlr
grpp
CrlsltasI-phcdl phJthe aand mav of

exii ad was jut12 by th-
emnfibck She hadnt since
I saviie te sane but was pufng

wUh susprclous rr omCraowernot up te grade yet the
bpakeman to back 01 top of the
train see If the caboose was com
ing awent of growling but he

nicb was the main thing Fromwept of the tender lie gave mebawhat epected and drdeda sigthat the train had brkewhistled the flag bc protect the
sear and kept on

I took the car I had to the net
siding four fles war I had two
more cars than the siding would hold
I backed them all in hard against the
stopblock hel I cut the two head

off pulled them out of the switchcrand backed down the mantrack wih
them until the ennewa behind
two head cars in the sldlnS I had the

j man cut these oiL aij1 Iik them out on the main trackstole the engine I ran ahead until
the two cars behind the engine were

the swltoh I backed them
jnveon the siding leaving the

i other two out on the main
TJep I came out wJh the entrack went back rest of

I gnetriI fourmile backup in tec
I teeth or the buzzard I couldnt

thing and never knew where I was I
didnt dare go fat for I expected every

I anlnute to hit the train and I couldnt
fore myself to go slow enough to stop

a hole in a rewspaunchlnS
I per Sno ad dust up

der the tootbf the curtain blinding us
< and the boiler might have been a Ice
j cream freezer for all of its effect on the

temperature I tried to invent a suit
able rewar for the yardmaster at Tbors giving me a shove
remember that engineers seldom have a
hance to get quare

The crew had tied a red lamp to the
brake red of the head car and gone
back to the caboose Long befor Igot back the lamp was transformed into-
a minIature Iceberg but I didnt hap

en to hit hard enough to smash any-
Thing We found te drwhead of the
other car hangn this one by the
link and got it up In the ten
der afer awhile and coupled iL I-

fag and Davis nearly fro-
zen chnbeaboard He sad there

being
was-

7t0 In
plain sight from the yard znd lie corn
menced to criticise my solution of the

I eent tllfllculty saYing I should Jcveacked whole train down nto
yard and demanded the services of aS
Jlsher There Ray be a tfnia for all
things but that didnt seem to mci-
to bth tme t Jstenriroadig s shut him and
d ov Is og QU BYt

j

the tme they got rwhcad ba k

into its place in the c r alid we gtaway from the ldIng we had
four hour coming a little over four
miles a magnificent beglnnlnS truly

Our turkeyll be Harry
remarke jokingly after we had start

Ftozl r pled slowly
I couldxlt get thegoirg ever twelve

miles an hour and that we ran
down to about the speed of a slow
walk She didnt stem very freely

was to be expected Te weather
would have chilled a jacketed
with a foot of abestos She kept call
Ing for mere wate was not sur
prized when while ping I dlscoeed-her flues to be l ain badly After-
that I never water plug and
the plump vIsion ot my Christmas tur
to
key fade In Inverse geometrical ratio

Daylght showed ua white ChritThema vengeance
still raging with undimInished fury the
sandlike snow continuing its endless
horizontal ddveSeventeen would De due In anhalthour There wasnt time to the

ff1jPrS-

J

11-

z1

t HY
next siding ahead of her but there was
a crossover swItch a mile ahead where
I decided to back over and let her pass
My flagthe head brakemanhad gone
back to the caboose a trip over the top
of that train that I would not have
taken for a controlling Interest In the
road I commenced whistng for the
switch as soon as I min-
utes after No Ii was due DavIs emerg-
ed from the whirling snow seeking In
formation His acu1es seemed to have
become benum1d to go into all
the he could understand-
that I wanted to carr the brakeman
out ahead to protect uwhen crossed
over

I carried the man out half a mU
gave him a bucket of fire and told him
to burn fence rails or anything he could
get loId of to keep himelf warm but
under no circumstances desert his po t-

ntcalled in
After n lot niore whisUing fuming

and fussing I got the train backed
over we closed the cab tight and ate
our lunches While gnawing at the
kilndried boarding house sandwiches
and laughing at Harrys nonsense about

white or dark meat 17 came puffing
along almstniselessIy like a polar
bear towing astrIng of icebergs-

I hd lost nearly a gauge of water
through the leay flues hile laying
there A brim Inspection showed
less than b in the tank and
the nearest r plug waaway Again worked tie whistle cord
After aWhile Davis ahead Heamuffled lp 1n al the old rags the
caboose Joekes furish anSI was
a mountain snow and
ice He zisrhad at last amad as I
pad been alkiIght

Gosh ai1ighty h roared so 10uc
that I beard hini aoove the noise of
gale couIr the fireman get down
an thout callin a man
all the Wa1 up tom the hind end

rebbe yea think is fun to wailer
round In this now
I told h3lmto cut the ehgmne off and

hold everything on the eastbound track
tm tgot bacfrom Selden wafer plug
As We the switch Barshouted pJIeover

HeYI vls
up bquinting

Into theteethf the storm
jthIecv b1Xi Mss id yelled Turkey

I
The con uctors replywa Inaudible

but we know what It waste mostcommon expression In raIroad
When wd got back from the water

plug 21 the was waitIng Ye fol-
lowed her getting good wheeling until
she got so tar ahead that the snow
drifted In Jehind her again We loaded
the tender at Boltoa coal platform pu
ing big lumps that couldnt blow away
on top My watch dropped out of my
pocket onto the shovel P threw it into
the tender and Harry tossed heavy
lump on top of it After we had found
it and stepped back on the engine he
asked looking at the clock

Is that all Us 1015-
I looked at my watch 1157 We had

left the curtain up while coaling and
the engine odc les than two feet
above the boiler had frozen up and
stopped

During the Tjext hour we nearly
staled In bidrifts tWice This set me

thlnIng lout train 19 she must be
I looked at my watch 1137It hadnt turned a wheel since thatlump coall hit it and now I had no

time on the engine-
Seeing me looking at my watch Tiarry asked me If it was broken r told him

It was Thats uothlng said he sos
the record I trIe to grin but just
then she a cut at the foot
of it slight gade that was filled twenty
feet deep bautIfuj I had no
longer any need to worry abouting trains I was anchored godtolow
solid I had a full tank Qf coal we
wouldnt freeze and thre was waterenough for a 10ngsleS <only for those
leaky 1ue-

sEngineer when nQw qund must
keep their engInes Uve that trainsmay proeed Immediately the road Is
opened otherwIse xpeqshe as wHoccur from thawing out waterittg
firing up dead engines jl most incon
venlent places My great problem was
how to get aterInto thbTh iler The-
pumps only wten the engine
ran I gaher steaim Ithe wheels
would elie on the rails turn I
could pump that way Shmlght have
been a sold jintless casting for all
the the steam had tn her

Something had to be done and quick-
ly for the water was ieakirigout ofher
ever minute and I had two
gauge1fhe I stopped lYe got
the spare scoop shovel and sunk a shafthrot h the snow on the lee
Jier Then wi cleared the snow ay
from under h t and all abqut the whe 1all machinry It had drfed a nat
rl flrch over her by Si thataquite warm down therp latbeeughb qwnthe hammez
wrenches and the torch aul porte

barely onc gauge of water n the boilerIwas time indeed to hurryIwas an awkwardplace to work and
smoke from the torch nanny de-

stroyed its usefulness I took down the
side rodstat J might have but4Mpe
pair to turn I thiereoy re-
duced the amount of friedon to be
overcome by the me of steai which

water the article I was interested
hi economizing
I llcunded my thumb and cut cit a

olnt of my leU forefinger as the last
end cr the lat sIde rod unexpe2tedly
sUpped clear Harry chewtd me ato
lCC poultce and tied It on with n

cf from his jumperVle
left rods lin the snow gave thrnlsand tires I good oiling and
Into the cab There was a flutter of
water In the bottom gaugecock fO I
sUpped and pumped her until she threw
water out of the stack

The water was squirting out of four
leaky flues In a way that would sonset us to shoveling snow into the tanIn spite of my sore finger its
dressing and dull tool I made five
taper flue plugs out piece of coal
board Harry covered the fire with fine
coal and snow and put on th blower-
to carroff the smoke and gas I threw
the boards In on thQ banked fird
and crawled In with my plugs and a
hammer

I had forgotten that It was hot any-
where but the wentexperence
through In that perched
over a miniature volcano surounded I

by boiling water and In spite the
blower inhaling smoke and sulphurous
fumes would hav beers invaluable to
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DantE when seeking local color I drove
I the dry plugs tightly they absorbed
moisture and sweled until they were
the tightest Twas a good
job and wel done The perspiration
congealed my face the Instant I
stuck It out the flre box door and be-

fore ny feet were out there were Icicle
Ott my whiskerIt was getting late rn the afternoon
and I was never so hungIn my life
before Harry asked there was
any cold taploco puddln In the cup

board I told him there must be grub
in the caboose or some of them would
have come ahead long ago to see If we
had any He volunteered to go backIwas a risky job climbing over the

sfthose arIn That wea her If-
anthifig thipiz1d h wdul4 ote a
goder with nobd dy ar to b and
a temperature that meant almost In
stant death to the partially dIsabled

I sat and dozed miserably In the cor
ner of the cab As I repeatedly lost
consciousness my feet would slip ofthe boiler butt the heel of the
coming down with a painful bang upon
the instep of the right This occurred
at stated intervals like pile driving
TirIng of the monotony I sought to
change my position rand became aware
of an nnlmaed snowball Vainly striv-
ing to enter the gangway I pulled him
aboard and whei sufficiently thawed

the caboose deserted and
not a trace of anything edible In it
He had seen nothing of train 19 and he
sid that all the engines on the road
coupled together would not be able
to collide with our hind end

ThIs merry Christmas to which I had
so long lookefl forward was about over
It soon became dark We shoveled coal
against the curtain to keep the cold
air out caulked our wIndow sash with
waste I pumped her full again and
we shivered and dozed and starved
through the longest night I ever knew

Tho reappearance of the cab win
dows notified me of the approaching
dawn What a dIsmal sight Our tisu
ally neat cab was thickly begrIme-
dwih coal duet Every boIhed and bit

In the cab as the
windows were disguised by the deli
cate tracery of that master silver-
smith Jack FostTo the artistic sense
of the comfartably clad
It would have been beautiful to my
dule mind It was emblematic only

cold that raged without
Harry ted lit a hard knot was snorIng
soundly his corner I had him spread
the fire and I pumped her full again I

We must have food at any cost I
knew of but one house In that locality I

an ordinary storyandahalf farm
house on a cross road about halt a
mile from where we lay It was invisi I

ble through the storm but we knew itsapproximate direction We left every
thing in the best order possible and I

started the wInd at our back Harry
In the lead

I Ishall never forget that trip foun-dering aimlessly through the ltea pall of blind mice If I live to be
Three minutes after leaving the engine
we could not have found our way ba k
to It 1 matter what the necessity
Harry being younger and lighter than
I I had aI could do to keep him in-
sight fel Into an abandoned vell

Forunatel was already nearly fulbarring a few bruises
received no injuries Ye would surely
have died here for the well was-
smoothly lineti with brick and we were
too deep In It to get out had not the
overhanging crest of the drif fallen
from topheaviness burying at the

I same time thatit raIsed our level suf-
flcientiy to enable us to crawl oUt

Shortly after this that Proidence-
which Eofen Intervene on behalf of
the heples us stumbling and half
frozC back door of the house

Farmer Belknap had essayed a trip
to tho barn to look after hIs stock and
his good lady had lain down for her
regular afer dinner nap lealhg the
clearing to her buxom daughter
Susie The old lady had just dozed
ott on the sitting rom when
like Incarnate of the storm we
two derelicts tel Into the entry The
last of our stren3th left us there and
It was heaps of rags ice
antI snow that confronte the fright-
ened women whe opened the
Inner door was the frt to iden-
tify us as humabeings together-
they ged us inside

The noxt thing I saw was browneyed
Susie bustling about the table where
Harry was manuI1 attacking nstack
of which Mrs Belk
nap was straining avery nerve to keep
replenished I was soon seated oppo-
site Har Susie doublebanke her

the
Jevei ot 4he buckwheat fiotir barreldown as thouth thbottom had f lenout ot it The famine relieved
cleaned up a bit and the old gentle-
man came In and endorsed the hearty
Weleome wehaalreadyrecejved from
his womenfolks He told us the wellwe Was forty feet deep andit been abaadaned when he was aboy because te water got sUe

a sJ
somehow Anone buthls own folks
ever etthere and nobdy had ever
fallen it before botheredhadtto cove it UP We tat the-
avalanche that enabled us togt out
van thejlrst that had f into
an thankepur lucky star that

we start day befre lrselkap Suie soaked out
finger and dressed It with

5eme9L toothlng stlye bomemade
for ftel cut iris foot with
the

The warmth Jghtand oqnfort or the
ierlor mention the conco1 cmpany cttsteso strongly

with the biter the dirty
cheerless wmmd I impossi-
ble to combat the urgent Imlato ol
our kind friends to jemafn wihThat night we be
tweeblanets and

droninga
is I Clof off

rap-
turouS

I
twaddle In my eaabut sweet

Susie Belknap
In themornlng hestom hamod

orated somewhat and I began worry
about the enne Shouhi anythIng

to n absence the coldfthe rnaster mechanic wouldgfee discern extenuating circum
We each took on another big

tank or homemade sausage and pan
cake fcl ft the deed of our

Dear moterl1 Mrs Belknap-
would have wIth provisions
but I delnM everything but npiece
of pork a lea of brad and
a package of coffee and sugar

IhaC to speak twicea little sharply
timeto Harry who was bid

ding Susie goodbye In the kitchen I

I

a

thought I heard suspicIous smack
I but I wont swear to that still these
redheaded feHowahag him he came
away and forgot his coffee

Mr Belknap tolds a better road
than the way wo came sowe got back
without much trouble The < rthad caught fire from <he furnace door
and broken every pane of glass in the
cab rendering It uninhabitable The
clock had thawed out run seven mJn
utes and frozen up zgain But there
was both fire and water In her so I
didnt much care I pumped her full
again and thougthe weather was-
moderating s was un-
tenable we eiujoxrnIdtohrhasrow hole
under herre m 1Uhe out pork and
breac in comfort < there Harry
calling out tat he had found the wish-
bone

The storm was about over I had
kept my engine alive my stmacwas
c mtortab1yfUed and was
eRI and was dozing off
to the endless hum f Hays eulogies-
to Susie Belknp rdely
reale to

DavS
railroad reaUte by

snow-
plow gang oc bhoveler was
halt way through cut andDavlsc-
hockful ot buSlnes was calling to me
to get reads p

slme
Where the

I askeddeucpetulat
rave you ben a

had all the man who
had been comfortably house and fed
was shaved eyen

Over here to the fnyuse he answer-
ed cheerily herewas you 7

What house-
Wthy ray motherInlaws just back

of them treWell Is a wonder OU wouldnt
ask U howd you spore we was
agoln to stan II expected over ver minute
an when ye dldrft come thougtit
mebbe youd rather stay Sy the engine
One o the boys was over here ylteday to see it ye wantehe said there wart nboy here
Wheed ye go

to Bknaps-
Belknaps Gesh Whad ye go away

down there fur Why Its fo1r times
a fur as ts up to mothers
found

0 Is 17 out anywayIm mighty glad Ive
They dug us out and I slammed it to

old IS for dear life I knew passenger-
train 19 was somewhere behind me and
I wanted to get by the only switch
there was between me and home with
out sidetracking for her I got by It
aU rIght and athile buckIng a little pieof snow that had fnlen on the
since the plow paq came up and
coupled to our caboose

We went In the rest of the way fly
lag The sun came out and made a
fairyland ol the heavily snowcovered
lanfiscape and tempered the frosty air
that came through the broken wIn-
dows it was thirty hour after Christ
nlas dinner tIe when we steppe off
he at the trk but I Harrto come on tD to the house and
pick the bone anYaWhen we tured corer there was
the h usealit up and awe stamped-
the sow our feet in the Vntrs the
dInIng rom door flew open and mother
and had become as thick as
thiuesand little Bob shouted a
choru of Merra Obriatmases at us

t table whose snowy linen con
trasted sadly with our begrim Oerclcthes WS lengthpuled fulthe mi eof floor its enter
his drumsticks held defiantly aof lay
the great brown turkey a-
brack in hin glossy sklhHe was sup-
ported on one side b dome
ef msled potatoes whose generous

cil mottled here and there by
dabs of delicious olden butter-

Debate feathery fronds of celery
n dded jovially to the fat glass dish of-
cranbem sauce while delicIous odorof coffee and plum pudding ere waft-
ed
ktclen-

WUtat

through the ccn door from the

aflroaderz-
We

t sight for tired and hung
waited for ye pal Pa we waiedfor ye shouted bolEerosso they had rn a path

through the snow to the switch tower
and htd timed our arrival home to the
minut-

enotce after that during the win
toy Hary bad a way of tanglng out
ot the gangway as we approached Bel
lnps so I made it my bunes to

a crossing sigjal Tere aI
peered tyly from uder peak of
m cap figuregeq grlswave a white bakpiazza Iarry waapromntetl the
lowin sp-in and the next Christ
ha ate an and Bob stretched out
pu1 to1ndethe hoUabe mahog-
any o anl Mrs UarrYeS I blc at t now I th4nktltahlinall wathe vermerCrt I ever I
know Ste Hado

tale of Thitteuj
L

Josiah Flynt Tells ofthe Tiamps h T nderi
foots F taBashfInss1Jnhappji HalfHOur With-
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tt t
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Ii a ppular notion that tramps
have a mysterIous Igtt langg iwhich they communicate sranthIn regard to profeonal mat

Is thought for Intnc that
they make familiar n penci
marks cn fences and hors lokdicaUng to the brth hood such things-
as whether a certain house Js good
or It wheta a feroplous dog Is kept
at time the plce are least likely
or most likely t in aappear-
ance how late the morning a horn
can be occupied before wibe up and about and whea cn
Venlextt chicken cop is

Elaborate accurtttwe beets wrLteits the
fcronnwsppeT give to one another in

way and many pron believe-
that trnmp rely on fi sglagoIn thE r begging-

It Is wel to state at the outset that
this Is false conception of their
methods They al have jaC aBd
lingoes of own choig and
making anti tycome them
when among the re
pored puzzling signs and marks which

to obviate all verbalaspeech are a fabricalto so faas the
majority of roadsters are cOIndAmong the Blanket
far west and among The Bindle Men

Mush Fakirs anti Trnp1ke of
the middle west the et Cathe exists a crde system ofIns good hou these vagrt
do not blong rank 3n
the tramp amy and are compara-
tively few innumbers-

It Is furthermore tbe said that the
marking referred Is occonrather than usa one othe main tt the publc
imagined that trpthieroglyphic
itt their thaiwhen char
Ity is shown to one tegiver
is frequently plagued with tvisttt0nfrom I raft be=oThis pheibmennn however Is easily
eplaine witourecourse to the sign

Outside qf nearly
all townof 10OQO inhabitarctsanti more
the tramps have little caps or hang
outS where they make their head-
quarters while working the comunty
Naturly tle compare nate m-lif beggar hdsoverwhat he con ldea geneus houe
tel his pals about s they may

get the benefit of its hosltaUy
The finder of the house cit hImself again until hia face has beenforgotten at any rte he seldom does
visit it more than once during a
weeks stay In the town but hIs com
panions can S he tells them where it
Is and what kind of a story themum

tel Tramp Theories of egging
Althouglit the hob0 do not make

use of the marks sns with which
the popular fancy credited them
they have a number of Iitteresting
theories about begging aihi a large
variety of clever rtE3 to deceive peple
and It Is well fer the public to p-

uptodateas in regard to thee ma-
tteras they keep In regard to pub
lies spmpathies Not all tramps acthc cleSr or scclful the road

tveleby a great may morateur profesateneis it
earnest endeavor of all at lleast to make
a livIng and there are thousands who
make something benide-

Roughly estimated tereaxe from
60000 to 75000 tramps1a the United
may be classed as tNt cassmmpsT-
here Is a second ad a iila adeve a fourth but It is N
mpa
the mgzt

as they cl themelvewbo ie-
The maindistinction between theand the less successful memtrJ the craft I that the have

completely conquer the amateurs
spuel ncs Isecomparatively easy to go to bakdoor and ask for something to eat
anti the mere wordIng of the requcat-
is es all too eary but the hpart the transaction is to
courage enough to open the front gte
The beginner intramp lfe goes
dozen frnt gaten before canhimself the interview at the back-
door and there are men to whom a
vagranf life Is attractIve who never
overcome the tenderfoots bashful
nsSII was once my lot to have a rather-
successful prfesional burglar for a
companion on n tramp trip in
the p1ddle west We had come to
gether In the haphazard way that all
trmp acqualntanceSlps are formed-

Te tankrairoadThe mans sojour trpdomever Was only te7prar ngoohiding detectvesglve up the hunt for
had planted his money elsewhere-
and meansvhlle ith had to take his
chance with the bets

tho would ordl-
narily WaJot aF1 buta tramp
could not ho helped hayIrg sym-
pathy for him at meal eyery

lteIew he had at back doort he wa

size the tendexfpots bashful
during thU ten day that ou-

companionshIp be but onelafwdsquare meal HIsprofeion of rob
her rave jUfli no Ws-istaceI can sti1 h S1d gInto houseat nlg1t take my chanc In a
shootn scrape bUt Ill

ntypln When-
ye

if I-

onswipe ye dorttaslc questionsa ye dont answer p J thit
buEne0 ye got to ougl fpybr whole
sul to set aIurnplnndout d
rather swipq J

This WS the testimony of ftractlcally
all beginners in the beggrs business
at the start thievIng to them a
much easier task As the Weeks and
months pass by however the becme
hardened and dlcve that

nerve needs only to be datelop td to-

assert Isel and the time comes whens valuable that they do
not reel justified In asking for it They
then denlely Identify themselves wih
the and build up reputations
as rstcla tramps
him how this rutation can bet be ac
hlw this reputaton be ac-
quired

I

for example finds
that he does best with a graft pe-
cullarly his own and another dIscerthat i is only at a certain time of the
year <I In a partcular parof the
country that he come The
tramp ha to experiment In all kinds
of ways etc ho understands himself or
his publc and he makes mistakes eVEn
afer apprentIceship extending over
years ot time

How Gags Are Invented
In every country where he lives

however there is a common fund of
experience and tact by which he regI
late his conduct In the
cases I Is the collective testimony-
of enertlors n generations of

himtramp beroracts upon It In ab t the same
way that human beings In general act
upon ordinary human eprIerceEmergencien arise hi own
lngenuity aone avai arid aver
age of no use to him and
on such occasions lIe makes a note on
the car and reporta abut I at the
next
invented

hang out concave Ihe haa-gobegging story for Instance and
generally accepted agoolt It

Is labeled Shorts Gag or Slims
as the mans name may be and be-

9nes his cntrbuton to the general

It Is the man who memorized the
greatest number Of ot ghost
storIes a4 they are gg cale and
can hadle them deftly A crum

o

stances suggest that Is th most sue
cesful bgr There are othe re
qulrment be observed butunless aaha good stock of s witwhich to fool people he canot
peat gain a foothold among the
blpwed In the glass stiffs le Justalsokeep continually working
stock Ghost storIes are hike bonnets

were fahlonableand comme
11 faut last year are this yeaout of
date and they must be changed tosuit
the new tastes and conditions oZr be
supplanted by new ones Frequenty a
fresh version of the old stOI h be
improvised on the spot s o speakThe following personal
lustrtes under what circumstances-
gags are Invented also shows howIeven the professlona forget them-

selves and pose occasions
One morning about eight year ago

I arrived In a small town in the Mo
hawk alIey In company with a tramp
called Indianapolis Red Ye had rId
den all night In a box car iid the hope
ot reaching NeWYork by morning
but the bee delayed on
account ot a wreck and we were
hungry when we reached the town In
question that we simply had toget off
and look for somethIng to eat It was
not nplace as we well knew wherEtramps were welcome but the train
would not stop again at ntown of any
size until long after breakfast and wo
decided to take our chances

We had ahour at our disposal until
the next freIght wadue The great
queston as what story we should

W bth rummaged through
our colecton find a good one Fin-
ally of us had suggeste4 a
number of different storIes and had
refused them In turn on the grum1that they were too old for such a hos
tie place Red suggested that WQ

the deef n dma gag There
ars several gags of this description
and I asked him which one he meant

Lets work it this way he sadand he began to improvIse 1
deef a dum brother sp AnIJ
onour way to Ner York where Imgoing to get a job Im a clerk andyoure seemIn me down the city sost
nothlnl happen to me Our moneys

an weve simply got to ask
fer assistance Were terbly hungan you went to know If the lad
housaii be good enough to help yer
brother along See

It Worked Too Well
I aitw all right enough and ac-

cepted the propsiion but the odds
seemed aanst becuse the town
was one most unfriendly iIong
the line We picked out a house near
the track As a rule such houses have
been begged out but we reasoned
that If our story would gO at all It
would go thee and besides the house
was convenient for catching the netfreight train 4As we approached the back door I
was careful to talk to Red on my
fingers thinkIng that somebody mghtbe watching us A motherly old
answered our knock I told her Redsstory In my best manner filling It ou-
twIt convincing details She heard me

then scrutinized Red In the
nny that we all look at creatures who
are pcular or abnona theThendining

she

room where the rest of the family were
at breakfast Iturned out to be a
Free Methodist cergmans househQl-
dVe were given plac table and
ate as rapidly as we could or rather

I Rec did I was continually being in-
terrttpted by the family asking me
questons about my unfortunate
brotlmr-

Was he born that way they ased-
in hUed voices How did he learn
to write Can he ever get well and
other like queries which I had to an
swer In turn fly the time I had fin-
ished my meal however I saw by a
clock on the wal that we had stl fit
ten mInutes catch our and
gave Red anUdge under the table aa
hint that we ought to be going We-
were about up and thank ourhostess for her kindness when the man
of the house the clergyman suggestethat we stay to family

Glad to have you he sid if you
can remain You may get good out of
it I told him frankly that we wanted-
to catch me train and had only a few
minutes to spare but he assured me
that he would not be long and askeme to explain the situation to
did so with my fingers and I explanedto the parson that Reds
his meant that he would be delighted
to stay but a wInk of his left eye
meat for me alone sid plainly
enough to let the prayers go

We stood committed however and
there was nothing to jointhe
famIiy in the sitting rom where Iwagiven a Bible to read two verseone for Red and one for
part of the progress fnished the parson

bea to pray wel until
came to that part of h prayer

where he referred W the unfortunate
brother in our midst and sked that
iteds speech and hearing be restored
and we were both ashamed
Jus theta Red had the wbisle of

freght Re everything a-
lt if said and all that he

to act out and with a wild hoop
he srag for the door snouthg back
to meas went out

Hustle Cigarette our rat-

ter tes 4

Tere was nothing to dO but follow
afer aaas my legs would
carl me so In my lveletmanner I hav neyer been
town since this experence and it Is
to be hoped that parsons famiyhave forgiven and forgotten bthand me JOsrAH YT
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